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WEEKLY DEBRIEF: PROTECTING INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS
AND LIBERTIES

Hey Patriot! Last week, your Arizona House GOP Caucus was focused on Protecting Individual
Rights and Liberties, advancing key legislation to safeguard Arizona's Unemployment Insurance
program, working to ensure applicants receiving SNAP food benefits purchase nutritious food, and
ensuring your taxpayer dollars are not used to fund abortions! Our commitment to defending your
freedoms remains unwavering.

This upcoming week, we turn our focus to Preserving the American Dream, with an emphasis on
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building a Government That Works—efficient, transparent, and accountable to the people. Stay
tuned as we continue to fight for policies that put Arizona families and taxpayers first.

JLBC Holds Governor Hobbs’ Accountable for Fiscal
Mismanagement, Directs DCS to Fix Budget with

Existing Funds

“Governor Hobbs’s repeated failures to manage the budget responsibly have pushed agencies into
crisis after crisis. Her administration’s approach is to overspend, ignore reality, and then demand a
last-minute bailout. That’s not leadership—that’s recklessness,” Chairman Livingston said.

“Let me be clear: It is not the Legislature’s job to cover for the Governor’s poor decisions. DCS
already has the money it needs to address this failure, and today we made sure it can use those
funds. It should never have come to this. Her administration had the ability to fix this months ago,
but instead, they sat on it—waiting until just 19 days before bankruptcy to sound the alarm.
Arizona families have to live within their budgets, and we expect the Governor to do the same.”

“That decision by the Governor is stunning,” Chairman Livingston added. “Instead of prioritizing the
program on the brink of insolvency, she chose to send federal dollars elsewhere. This raises
serious questions about her administration’s priorities and decision-making.”

Read Full Press Release Here!

Arizona House Republicans Rebuke
Governor Hobbs' DCS Failure
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Representative Matt Gress (LD-04) sounded the alarm on what he describes as a “catastrophic
failure” by Governor Katie Hobbs to adequately fund and manage Arizona’s Department of Child
Safety (DCS) Congregate Care Program—a failure that would result in vulnerable children
sleeping on government office cold floors instead of warm beds.

“That is a horrific way to run government,” said Representative Gress.

Arizona House Republicans continue to denounce Governor Hobbs' reckless budget
mismanagement and irresponsible spending. This has drained critical funding from
essential programs like congregate care—leaving foster children without proper
services.

Watch Representative Matt Gress' remarks below.

See Representative Gress' Remarks

Smarter Safety Net: Carbone’s HB2450
Ties Benefits to Job Market

https://x.com/AZHouseGOP/status/1902495410390024687


House Majority Leader Michael Carbone (LD-25) is leading the charge to bring
accountability and fiscal responsibility to Arizona’s unemployment insurance system with the
passage of HB2450.

This common sense reform adjusts the duration of unemployment benefits based on
the state’s economic conditions, ensuring support remains available during difficult
times while preventing abuse in periods of low unemployment. Under the bill, the
number of weeks a person can receive benefits will now correspond to the state’s
unemployment rate in the prior quarter—ranging from 12 weeks when unemployment is low
(5% or less) to 26 weeks if it exceeds 8%.

There is no projected impact to the state General Fund, but the bill is expected to improve
the long-term health of Arizona’s Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund by aligning benefit
durations with real-time economic trends.

HB2450 passed the Senate Finance Committee with a 4-3 vote and heads to the full Senate
for a vote. HB2450 reflects House Republicans' continued commitment to sound, responsible
governance.

Speaker Montenegro Establishes Special
Committee to Investigate Hobbs

Administration



In response to growing concerns over Governor Katie Hobbs’ mismanagement of the state budget,
Speaker of the House Steve Montenegro (LD-29) is taking bold and decisive action to protect
Arizona’s most vulnerable. The Governor’s reckless fiscal decisions have resulted in critical
programs—such as the Developmental Disabilities Program and the Department of Child Safety’s
Congregate Care Program—running out of funds, jeopardizing services for developmentally
disabled individuals and at-risk children across the state.

Reports indicate that children under the care of DCS could soon be forced to sleep in government
offices as a result of the Hobbs administration’s failure to adequately plan and prioritize essential
funding. House Republicans have issued strong rebukes, calling out the Governor’s egregious
mismanagement and lack of accountability.

In response, Speaker Montenegro is establishing an Ad Hoc Committee to thoroughly
investigate the Governor’s fiscal failures. This committee will be tasked with uncovering the
extent of the mismanagement, demanding transparency, and delivering solutions that ensure
critical programs are not left in such jeopardy.

“Governor Hobbs has failed our most vulnerable populations through her
reckless and irresponsible handling of the state budget,” said Speaker
Montenegro. “This is not just a fiscal failure—it’s a moral one. The House will not
stand by while children are put at risk and essential services collapse, due to her
mismanagement”

Arizona House Republicans are committed to ensuring taxpayers' dollars are used responsibly.
Speaker Montenegro’s leadership marks the first step in restoring confidence and accountability to
the budgeting process.

READ MORE HERE
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House Passes
Chairman Marshall's

Fire Management
Legislation

In a bold move to strengthen Arizona’s emergency
response infrastructure, Representative David
Marshall (LD-7) is championing HB2456, legislation
that appropriates $2 million to the Arizona
Department of Administration (ADOA) for the Fire
Incident Management Grant Program.

This critical funding will support fire districts and
municipal fire departments across the state by
providing grants for hardware and software that
enable the deployment of a standardized, secure
incident management system—ensuring
Arizona’s first responders have the tools they
need to save lives and protect communities.

The bill ensures grants will fully fund systems for
three years, with features such as cross-agency
collaboration tools, real-time location tracking, offline
operability, and mobile-based incident awareness.
Funds will be distributed on a first-come, first-served
basis, prioritizing rapid deployment.

By investing in cutting-edge technology and
improving coordination among public safety
agencies, H.B. 2456 continues the Legislature’s
strong commitment to emergency preparedness and
first responder safety. The bill passed the House 34-
23 and now heads to the Senate for consideration.

Your Money, Your Values: Biggs & Diaz Say No to
Funding Abortions



The Arizona State Senate passed HB2547, sponsored by Representative Lupe Diaz (LD-19) in a
party line 4-3 vote. This bill prohibits public funds from going to any person or facility that performs
or promotes abortions. Congressman Andy Biggs from CD-05 came down to the Arizona State
Senate to advocate for this pro-life legislation.

This legislation aims to ensure that taxpayer dollars are not used, directly or indirectly, to
support abortion services or advocacy. While a 2013 federal court ruling limited Arizona's ability
to restrict Medicaid provider choice, this bill broadens the state’s commitment to life-affirming policy
within the scope of state and local funding authority.

No fiscal impact is expected to the state General Fund. The bill now heads to a vote by the entire
Senate.

See The Full Video Here

Healthy Choices, Responsible
Spending: HB2165 Advances

Nutritional Integrity

Representative Leo Biasiucci (LD-30) has
sponsored common sense, family focused
policies by advancing HB2165.This legislation

https://x.com/AZHouseGOP/status/1902824069759897674


strengthens the integrity of the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) by
prohibiting the use of benefits to purchase
sugary sodas.

The bill requires the Arizona Department of
Economic Security to seek a federal waiver
to exclude soda purchases from SNAP
benefits, aligning taxpayer-funded assistance
with the program’s core mission: to help low-
income families afford nutritious food. If the
waiver is denied, the department is required to
reapply annually until approval is granted.

The bill passed the Senate Health and Human
Services Committee 4-3 and now heads to the
full Senate for vote.
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